Tolerance induction with CD4 monoclonal antibodies.
One of the major goals of therapeutic immunosuppression is to be able to use short-term therapy to achieve long-term tolerance. Short courses of CD4 antibodies are able to create peripheral tolerance in a mature immune system. The resulting tolerant state shows evidence of being dominant in that one can observe the features of linked suppression, transferable suppression and infectious tolerance in a variety of model systems. Only in the situation of administration of high doses of marrow could one find evidence of central and peripheral tolerance which had all the features of being deletional rather than regulatory. These findings suggest that attaining dominant tolerance and linked suppression may be the least invasive of all tolerance-inducing strategies for clinical application.